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the orthodox Islam will deal with him, as with his ancestor. If he
can control it he will remain Emir of Nejd after military failure
has warned him to recognise the Sherif as his overlord. I think
Ibn Saud is friendly to us and that he is the only person so minded
in his dominions.
I would like to suggest that the experience of the last four
years has shown the undesirability of allowing Arabia to be
controlled by any or all of the present authorities in Cairo,
Bagdad, Damascus or Simla. We have been provincial, if not
parochial in view.
($) In Syria the Arab movement becomes really important
since its origin was to prevent the man-power and strategic
advantages of that country falling into the hands of any continental
power. For this purpose the Arabs require equal rights with any
other power in the Gulf of Alexandretta, the coast line from there
to Tripoli, the port of Tripoli and its railway to Horns, the
Bukaa from Horns to Lake Huleh, access by treaty to Haifa, and
all the country East of this line and the Jordan. Further, Feisal
requires to be sovereign in his own dominions, with complete
liberty to choose any foreign advisers he wants of any nationality
he pleases. These advisers will be part of the Arab Government
and will draw their executive authority from it and not from their
own Government. It may be possible to secure Arab recognition
of the Turkish Dette in return for an equitable share of the
Beyrout and Haifa customs receipts. Feisal will, however, not
consider himself bound by any agreement to which he is not a
party.
His assets in Syria are not small. He controls most of the
good corn land and the four industrial towns. He has 80% of
the Moslems (including all the fighting men) on his side, all the
Ansariya, all the Jews. He has inherited the old Turkish Civil
Service, all of whose lower ranks, and many of whose upper
ranks, are Arab. He himself is clear-sighted and well-educated,
and is capable of satisfying the needs of Syria in local self-govern-
ment. If he fails the responsibility will lie at the door of the
European powers, in whose word he shows an undue simplicity
of trust.
(c)    In Palestine the Arabs hope that the British will keep